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' REVIEW8 


A Manual of Surgery. For Students nnd Physicians. By 
Francis T. Stewart M.D., Prof, of Clinical Surgery, Jefi'erson 
Medical College; Surgeon to the Germantown Hospital; Out- 
Patient Surgeon to the Pennsylvania Hospital. Third edition; 
pp. 74!!; 571 illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & 
Co., 1913. 

Previous editions of this book hnve received notice in these 
columns. It is intended for the undergraduate and the medical 
practitioner “seeking a guide to present-day surgery” and is admir¬ 
ably adapted to the purpose. The fact that a third edition is called 
for so soon after the second is good evidence of its excellence. 

In the present edition, important additions have been made to 
many sections ns demanded by the growth of surgical knowledge 
and experience. Under anesthesia, Crile’s work on anoci-associa- 
tion receives mention. In syphilis, the render is kept abreast of 
the most recent advances in diagnosis and treatment. So also in 
the chapters on surgical technic, the vascular system, the lym¬ 
phatics, diaphragmatic hernia, fractures, the brain, the spinal 
cord, and amputations—as noted in the preface. 

The author’s large clinical and teaching experience have given 
him exceptional facilities for producing a book of this kind nnd 
keeping it a leader in its class. E. B. II. 


Practical Bacteriology, Microbiology, and Serum Therapy 
. (Medical and .Veterinary). A Text-book for Laboratory 
Use. By Dn. A. Besson, formerly Director of the Bacteriolog¬ 
ical Laboratories of the Military Hospitals of France. Trans¬ 
lated and adapted from the fifth French edition by II. J. 
Hutciiens, D.S.O.; M.A.; M.R.C.S.; L.R.C.P.; D.P.II. (Ox.). 
Heath Professor of Comparative Pnthology and Bacteriology 
of the University of Durham, Englnd. Pp. 892; 410 illustrations. 
London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1913. 

The appearance of the revised edition of Dr. Besson’s book in 
English will be welcomed by all bacteriologists who ore familiar 
with the previous editions in French. The work is intended ak a 
guide for the student and the more experienced worker in the 
detection nnd identification of pathogenic microorganisms. The 
translator has not only translated the French text but has added 
such material as he considered necessary or that has appeared 
since the French edition was issued. Dr. Hutchens’ hns been free 
in his translation and has acheivcd a most pleasing nnd fluent 
style, rather rare in scientific books. In former editions all theo¬ 
retical matter was omitted but this issue contains a short chnpter 
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upon the subject of immunity and the properties of immune serums, 
dealt with in an applied manner. The first quarter of the text 
is devoted to a full consideration of laboratory technique, of 
which the chapters upon the microscope and animal inocu¬ 
lation are especially good. The second part is devoted to the 
bacteria proper which are presented in groups according to their 
most pronounced characters, as for example the nonspore-benring, 
Gram-negative, non liquefying rods, or the Gram-positive or 
Gram-negative cocci. The various organisms are described under 
the headings experimental inoculation, morphology, biological 
characters and detection. It would seem that too little space is 
given to the cultural characters in a book intended to be a labora¬ 
tory guide. Much attention is given to the serum tests and the 
uses of antisera. An apparent.slip is noted in the discussion of the 
Pneumococcus, where it is stated that this coccus does not ferment 
inulin, thus differing from the streptococci. The reverse is what 
is usually accepted. The next section is given to the higher bac¬ 
teria ami the description is fuller than is commonly found. The 
author uses the generic name Discomyces for the Streptothrix. 
an adoption not yet widely made in this country. The spiroeluetie 
are discussed in the next section with the full details of their culti¬ 
vation. The fifth division of the book covers the protozoa, empha¬ 
sizing the comparative pathology nnd describing the metamor¬ 
phoses of the individuals. The filterable viruses nnd the examina¬ 
tion of water, sewage, and air are given in the sixth and seventh 
sections. , 

The hook is a most excellent one and is the more welcome since 
nothing of the kind exists in English. The authors have presented 
all the acceptable techniques in a very practical manner. The recom¬ 
mending of certain ones, a characteristic of Besson’s work, is 
admirable. It is to be regretted that the price is so high, for this 
may prevent, the book from getting into the hands of students 
who would greatly profit by.it. H. F. 


Dorland’b American Illustrated Medical Dictionary. 
Edited by W. A. Newman Dorland, A.M., M.D. Seventh 
edition, Pp. 1107. Illustrated. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 
Saunders Company, 1913. 

The seventh volume of this up-to-date medical dictionary is 
not only up to the standard of its predecessors, but surpasses it. 
It contains several thousand more terms than the previous edition, 
and in addition there will be found a number of tables of tests, 
stains, and staining methods, methods of treatment, etc., all of 



